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Faith in Action
Built on the Word
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The Perfect Trial

• NIV James 1:2 Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever 
you face trials of many kinds … 17 Every good and perfect 
gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the 
heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting 
shadows.
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Every Perfect Gift

• NAS James 1:17 Every good thing bestowed and every 
perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father 
of lights, with whom there is no variation, or shifting 
shadow. 18 In the exercise of His will He brought us forth by 
the word of truth, so that we might be, as it were, the first 
fruits among His creatures.

Trials

Endurance 

Wisdom

Spiritual maturity

Poverty and wealth

Crown of life
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The Problem of Anger

• NIV James 1:13 When tempted, no one should say, "God is 
tempting me." For God cannot be tempted by evil, nor 
does he tempt anyone; 14 but each one is tempted when, 
by his own evil desire, he is dragged away and enticed. 15

Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and 
sin, when it is full-grown, gives birth to death.

• ESV James 1:19 Know this, my beloved brothers: let every 
person be quick to hear, slow to speak, slow to anger; 20

for the anger of man does not produce the righteousness 
of God.
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The Folly of Anger

• NAS Proverbs 14:17 A quick-tempered man acts foolishly …

• ESV Proverbs 14:29 Whoever is slow to anger has great 
understanding, but he who has a hasty temper exalts folly.

• NAS Proverbs 15:18 A hot-tempered man stirs up strife, But 
the slow to anger pacifies contention.

• NIV Proverbs 17:14 Starting a quarrel is like breaching a 
dam; so drop the matter before a dispute breaks out.

• ESV Proverbs 19:11 Good sense makes one slow to anger, 
and it is his glory to overlook an offense.

• ESV Ecclesiastes 7:9 Be not quick in your spirit to become 
angry, for anger lodges in the bosom of fools.
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The Danger of Anger

• NIV Matthew 5:22 But I tell you that anyone who is angry 
with his brother will be subject to judgment. Again, 
anyone who says to his brother, 'Raca, 'is answerable to 
the Sanhedrin. But anyone who says, 'You fool!' will be in 
danger of the fire of hell.

• ESV Galatians 5:20 … enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, 
rivalries, dissensions, divisions, 21 … and things like these. I 
warn you, as I warned you before, that those who do 
such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.
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Managing Anger

• NAS Ephesians 4:26 Be angry, and yet do not sin; do not let 
the sun go down on your anger

• NIV 1 Corinthians 6:7 The very fact that you have lawsuits 
among you means you have been completely defeated 
already. Why not rather be wronged? Why not rather be 
cheated?

• NIV Colossians 3:8 But now you must rid yourselves of all 
such things as these: anger, rage, malice, slander, and 
filthy language from your lips…13 Bear with each other 
and forgive whatever grievances you may have against 
one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you... 15 Let the 
peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of 
one body 
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Generalizing the Point

• ESV James 1:21 Therefore put away all filthiness and 
rampant wickedness and receive with meekness the 
implanted word, which is able to save your souls.

• NIV Romans 13:12 The night is nearly over; the day is almost 
here. So let us put aside the deeds of darkness and put on 
the armor of light. 13 Let us behave decently, as in the 
daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual 
immorality and debauchery, not in dissension and 
jealousy.

• ESV Hebrews 10:24 And let us consider how to stir up one 
another to love and good works, 25 not neglecting to 
meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging 
one another, and all the more as you see the Day 
drawing near.
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Christian Living in a Nutshell

• ESV James 1:22 But be doers of the word, and not hearers 
only, deceiving yourselves. 23 For if anyone is a hearer of 
the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks 
intently at his natural face in a mirror. 24 For he looks at 
himself and goes away and at once forgets what he was 
like. 25 But the one who looks into the perfect law, the law 
of liberty, and perseveres, being no hearer who forgets 
but a doer who acts, he will be blessed in his doing.
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Echoes of Jesus

• NIV Matthew 7:13 "Enter through the narrow gate. For wide 
is the gate and broad is the road that leads to 
destruction, and many enter through it. 14 But small is the 
gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a 
few find it … 21"Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' 
will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does 
the will of my Father who is in heaven. 22 Many will say to 
me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your 
name, and in your name drive out demons and perform 
many miracles?' 23 Then I will tell them plainly, 'I never 
knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!'
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Evidence of Genuine Religion

• ESV James 1:26 If anyone thinks he is religious and does not 
bridle his tongue but deceives his heart, this person's 
religion is worthless. 27 Religion that is pure and undefiled 
before God, the Father, is this: to visit orphans and widows 
in their affliction, and to keep oneself unstained from the 
world.

1. controlling the tongue — (1:19–20); 3:1–12; 4:11–12

2. concern for the “helpless” — 2:1–13, 15–16; cf. 5:1–6

3. avoidance of “worldliness” — 4:4–10

“James does not define generally what religion is, but 
reminds us that religion without the things he mentions is 
nothing.”

 John Calvin
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Conclusion
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Doers of the Word

• ESV James 1:21 Therefore put away all filthiness and 
rampant wickedness and receive with meekness the 
implanted word, which is able to save your souls. 22 But be 
doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving 
yourselves... 25 …, being no hearer who forgets but a doer 
who acts, he will be blessed in his doing.

• NIV Romans 12:2 Do not conform any longer to the pattern 
of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your 
mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what 
God's will is-- his good, pleasing and perfect will.
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Agents of Transformation

• NIV Hebrews 4:12 For the word of God is living and active. 
Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates 
even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it 
judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.

The Word of God

• NAS 2 Corinthians 3:18 But we all, with unveiled face 
beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being 
transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just 
as from the Lord, the Spirit.

The Spirit of God
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Built on the Word

• NIV Matthew 7:24 "Therefore everyone who hears these 
words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise 
man who built his house on the rock. 25 The rain came 
down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat 
against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its 
foundation on the rock. 26 But everyone who hears these 
words of mine and does not put them into practice is like 
a foolish man who built his house on sand. 27 The rain 
came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and 
beat against that house, and it fell with a great crash."
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A Work in Progress

• Philippians 2:12 So then, my beloved, just as you have 
always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now 
much more in my absence, work out your salvation with 
fear and trembling; 13 for God is the working one in you, 
both to will and to work for His good pleasure.

• NAS Philippians 1:6 For I am confident of this very thing, that 
He who began a good work in you will perfect it until the 
day of Christ Jesus.

“Consider to what great blessedness God will carry you. 
He will not only keep you safe from enemies, but will bring 
you to Himself.” 

 Jonathan Edwards
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Trust and Obey

When we walk with the Lord in the light of His Word,
What a glory He sheds on our way!
While we do His good will, He abides with us still,
And with all who will trust and obey.

Trust and obey, for there's no other way
To be happy in Jesus, but to trust and obey


