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Faith in Action
Working Out
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Pursuing Sanctification

• NAS Hebrews 12:14 Pursue … the sanctification without which 
no one will see the Lord.

• NAS 2 Corinthians 3:3 … you are a letter of Christ, cared for by 
us, written not with ink, but with the Spirit of the living God, 
not on tablets of stone, but on tablets of human hearts… 17

Now the Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of the Lord is, 
there is liberty. 18 But we all, with unveiled face beholding as 
in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into 
the same image from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the 
Spirit.

• NIV Hebrews 12:2 Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and 
perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured 
the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand 
of the throne of God.
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Working Out

• NIV 1 Timothy 4:7 … train yourself to be godly. 8 For physical 
training is of some value, but godliness has value for all 
things, holding promise for both the present life and the life 
to come.

• NAS Galatians 3:2 This is the only thing I want to find out from 
you: did you receive the Spirit by the works of the Law, or by 
hearing with faith? 3 Are you so foolish? Having begun by the 
Spirit, are you now being perfected by the flesh?

• Philippians 2:12 So then, my beloved, just as you have always 
obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in 
my absence, work out your salvation with fear and trembling; 
13 for God is the working one in you, both to will and to work 
for His good pleasure.
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Partakers of the Divine Nature

• NAS 2 Peter 1:1 Simon Peter, a bond-servant and apostle of 
Jesus Christ, to those who have received a faith of the same 
kind as ours, by the righteousness of our God and Savior, 
Jesus Christ: 2 Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the 
knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord; 3 seeing that His 
divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life 
and godliness, through the true knowledge of Him who 
called us by His own glory and excellence. 4 For by these He 
has granted to us His precious and magnificent promises, in 
order that by them you might become partakers of the 
divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the 
world by lust.
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Make Sure

• ESV 2 Peter 1:10 Therefore, brothers, be all the more diligent to 
make your calling and election sure, for if you practice these 
qualities you will never fall. 11 For in this way there will be richly 
provided for you an entrance into the eternal kingdom of 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

“Peter is not here teaching that our salvation is to be earned 
by good works, nor that we can forfeit our relationship to 
Christ once we have genuinely responded to his call. Rather, 
he is reminding us that the development of a genuinely 
Christlike character is the only proof (to ourselves as well as 
to others) of our Christian status even though at times we 
sadly fail.” 

 New Bible Commentary
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Be Diligent

• NAS 2 Peter 1:4 For by these He has granted to us His precious 
and magnificent promises, in order that by them you might 
become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the 
corruption that is in the world by lust. 5 Now for this very 
reason also, applying all diligence, in your faith supply …

• ESV 2 Peter 1:10 Therefore, brothers, be all the more diligent to 
make your calling and election sure, for if you practice these 
qualities you will never fall.

Be diligent to exercise Christian virtues.
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Christian Virtues

• NAS 2 Peter 1:5 Now for this very reason also, applying all 
diligence, in your faith supply moral excellence, and in your 
moral excellence, knowledge; 6 and in your knowledge, self-
control, and in your self-control, perseverance, and in your 
perseverance, godliness; 7 and in your godliness, brotherly 
kindness, and in your brotherly kindness, love.

• NAS Galatians 5:6 For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor 
uncircumcision means anything, but faith working through 
love.
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The Foundation of Life: Faith

• NAS Ephesians 2:8 For by grace you have been saved through 
faith …

• NAS Hebrews 11:1 Now faith is the assurance of things hoped 
for, the conviction of things not seen … 6 And without faith it 
is impossible to please Him …

• NIV 1 Peter 1:7 These have come so that your faith-- of greater 
worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire--
may be proved genuine and may result in praise, glory and 
honor when Jesus Christ is revealed.

• NAS 2 Corinthians 5:7 for we walk by faith, not by sight

• NIV Hebrews 10:38 But my righteous one will live by faith.
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The Goal of Life: Love

• NAS Matthew 22:37 “And He said to him, "'You shall love the 
LORD your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and 
with all your mind.' 38 "This is the great and foremost 
commandment. 39 "The second is like it, 'You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself.' 40 "On these two commandments 
depend the whole Law and the Prophets.“

• NAS 1 John 4:7 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is 
from God; and everyone who loves is born of God and 
knows God. 8 The one who does not love does not know 
God, for God is love. 9 By this the love of God was 
manifested in us, that God has sent His only begotten Son 
into the world so that we might live through Him. 10 In this is 
love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent 
His Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 11 Beloved, if God so 
loved us, we also ought to love one another. 12 No one has 
beheld God at any time; if we love one another, God abides 
in us, and His love is perfected in us.
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Christian Virtues

• NAS 2 Peter 1:5 Now for this very reason also, applying all 
diligence, in your faith supply moral excellence, and in your 
moral excellence, knowledge; 6 and in your knowledge, self-
control, and in your self-control, perseverance, and in your 
perseverance, godliness; 7 and in your godliness, brotherly 
kindness, and in your brotherly kindness, love.

In faith be upright

In faith with an upright heart grow in knowledge

Armed with growing knowledge exercise self-control

Through self-control rooted in knowledge be patient

Through all of these practice piety (lives of worship)

As you worship God with your life, love your fellow Christians

Collectively this is how you love God and neighbour
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Spiritual Barometer

• ESV 2 Peter 1:8 For if these qualities are yours and are 
increasing, they keep you from being ineffective or unfruitful 
in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 For whoever lacks 
these qualities is so nearsighted that he is blind, having 
forgotten that he was cleansed from his former sins.

• NAS 2 Corinthians 13:5 Test yourselves to see if you are in the 
faith; examine yourselves! Or do you not recognize this about 
yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you-- unless indeed you fail 
the test?
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The Proof of Spiritual Life

• ESV 1 John 5:1 Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ 
has been born of God, and everyone who loves the Father 
loves whoever has been born of him. 2 By this we know that 
we love the children of God, when we love God and obey 
his commandments. 3 For this is the love of God, that we 
keep his commandments. And his commandments are not 
burdensome. 4 For everyone who has been born of God 
overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has 
overcome the world--our faith.

The proof of spiritual life (life in Christ through the Holy Spirit) is 
faith working through love resulting in obedience.
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Conclusion
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Partakers of the Divine Nature

• NAS 2 Peter 1:4 … He has granted to us His precious and 
magnificent promises, in order that by them you might 
become partakers of the divine nature …

• ESV John 1:12 But to all who did receive him, who believed in 
his name, he gave the right to become children of God, 13

who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of 
the will of man, but of God.

• NIV Hebrews 12:10 Our fathers disciplined us for a little while as 
they thought best; but God disciplines us for our good, that 
we may share in his holiness.



2019-11-17

16

Partakers of the Divine Nature

• ESV Romans 8:29 For those whom he foreknew he also 
predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son

• NAS 2 Corinthians 3:18 But we all, with unveiled face 
beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being 
transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as 
from the Lord, the Spirit.

• NAS 1 John 3:2 Beloved, now we are children of God, and it 
has not appeared as yet what we shall be. We know that, 
when He appears, we shall be like Him, because we shall see 
Him just as He is.
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Work Out

• ESV Ephesians 4:23 … be renewed in the spirit of your minds, 24 

and to put on the new self, created after the likeness of God 
in true righteousness and holiness.

• NIV Colossians 3:10 … put on the new self, which is being 
renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator.

• ESV 2 Peter 1:10 Therefore, brothers, be all the more diligent to 
make your calling and election sure, for if you practice these 
qualities you will never fall.

• Philippians 2:12 So then, my beloved, just as you have always 
obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in 
my absence, work out your salvation with fear and trembling; 
13 for God is the working one in you, both to will and to work 
for His good pleasure.


