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THE COUNCIL OF JERUSALEM

ÅACTS 15:1-29

ÅAD 48-50?

ÅGENTILE CHRISTIANS AND THE LAW OF MOSES
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THE ISSUE

ÅCAN A GENTILE WHO COMES TO FAITH IN CHRIST BE 

ACCEPTED AS A FULL CITIZEN INTO THE TRUE ISRAEL OF 

GOD WITHOUT BEING CIRCUMCISED AND WITHOUT 

KEEPING THE LAW OF MOSES?



2017-01-08

6



2017-01-08

7

JUDAIZERS

ÅNAS ACTS 15:1AND SOME MEN CAME DOWN FROM JUDEA AND 

BEGAN TEACHING THE BRETHREN, "UNLESS YOU ARE CIRCUMCISED 

ACCORDING TO THE CUSTOM OF MOSES, YOU CANNOT BE SAVED.ò

ÅNIV GALATIANS 2:4 THIS MATTER AROSE BECAUSE SOME FALSE 

BROTHERS HAD INFILTRATED OUR RANKS TO SPY ON THE FREEDOM 

WE HAVE IN CHRIST JESUS AND TO MAKE US SLAVES.
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LEGITIMATE QUESTION

ÅESV GENESIS 17:14ANY UNCIRCUMCISED MALE WHO IS NOT 

CIRCUMCISED IN THE FLESH OF HIS FORESKIN SHALL BE CUT OFF 

FROM HIS PEOPLE; HE HAS BROKEN MY COVENANT.ò

ÅNIV EXODUS 4:24AT A LODGING PLACE ON THE WAY, THE LORD MET 

MOSES AND WAS ABOUT TO KILL HIM. 25 BUT ZIPPORAH TOOK A 

FLINT KNIFE, CUT OFF HER SON'S FORESKIN AND TOUCHED MOSES' 

FEET WITH IT. "SURELY YOU ARE A BRIDEGROOM OF BLOOD TO ME," 

SHE SAID. 26 SO THE LORD LET HIM ALONE. (AT THAT TIME SHE SAID 

"BRIDEGROOM OF BLOOD," REFERRING TO CIRCUMCISION.)
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ÅNIV ACTS 15:2THIS BROUGHT PAUL AND BARNABAS INTO SHARP 

DISPUTE AND DEBATE WITH THEM. SO PAUL AND BARNABAS WERE 

APPOINTED, ALONG WITH SOME OTHER BELIEVERS, TO GO UP TO 

JERUSALEM TO SEE THE APOSTLES AND ELDERS ABOUT THIS 

QUESTION. 3 THE CHURCH SENT THEM ON THEIR WAY, é. 4 WHEN 

THEY CAME TO JERUSALEM, THEY WERE WELCOMED BY THE CHURCH 

AND THE APOSTLES AND ELDERS, TO WHOM THEY REPORTED 

EVERYTHING GOD HAD DONE THROUGH THEM.
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THE IDEA HAD SUPPORT

ÅNIV ACTS 15:5THEN SOME OF THE BELIEVERS WHO BELONGED TO THE 

PARTY OF THE PHARISEES STOOD UP AND SAID, "THE GENTILES MUST 

BE CIRCUMCISED AND REQUIRED TO OBEY THE LAW OF MOSES."
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NOT AN EASY QUESTION

ÅNAS ACTS 15:6AND THE APOSTLES AND THE ELDERS CAME 

TOGETHER TO LOOK INTO THIS MATTER. 7 AND AFTER THERE 

HAD BEEN MUCH DEBATE é

ÅLITTLE WONDER THE ISSUE KEEPS RE-ARISING

ÅCHRISTIAN RECONSTRUCTIONISM

ÅDOMINION THEOLOGY

ÅKINGDOM NOW THEOLOGY

ÅTHEONOMY
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RESOLVING THE DEBATE

ÅAPOSTOLIC TEACHING (PETER V.7-11) 

ÅNT

ÅPERSONAL TESTIMONY (PAUL AND BARNABAS V.12)

ÅSCRIPTURAL TESTIMONY (JAMESV.13-18)

ÅOT

ÅGUIDANCE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT (V.28)
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AUTHORITATIVE CONSENSUS

ÅESV ACTS 15:19THEREFORE MY [JAMES] JUDGMENT IS THAT WE 

SHOULD NOT TROUBLE THOSE OF THE GENTILES WHO TURN TO 

GOD, é22 THEN IT SEEMED GOOD TO THE APOSTLES AND THE 

ELDERS, WITH THE WHOLE CHURCH, TO CHOOSE MEN FROM 

AMONG THEM AND SEND THEM TO ANTIOCH WITH PAUL AND 

BARNABAS. THEY SENT JUDAS CALLED BARSABBAS, AND SILAS, 

LEADING MEN AMONG THE BROTHERS, é 28 FOR IT HAS SEEMED 

GOOD TO THE HOLY SPIRIT AND TO US TO LAY ON YOU NO 

GREATER BURDEN THAN THESE REQUIREMENTS:
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THE DECISION

ÅESV ACTS 15:28FOR IT HAS SEEMED GOOD TO THE HOLY SPIRIT AND 

TO US TO LAY ON YOU NO GREATER BURDEN THAN THESE 

REQUIREMENTS: 29 THAT YOU ABSTAIN FROM WHAT HAS BEEN 

SACRIFICED TO IDOLS, AND FROM BLOOD, AND FROM WHAT HAS 

BEEN STRANGLED, AND FROM SEXUAL IMMORALITY. IF YOU KEEP 

YOURSELVES FROM THESE, YOU WILL DO WELL. FAREWELL.ò

ÅLIT.20BUT THAT WE WRITE TO THEM THAT THEY KEEP AWAY FROM 

THE CEREMONIAL POLLUTION OF IDOLS AND OF FORNICATION 

AND OF THE STRANGLED AND OF BLOOD.
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THE REASON

ÅLIT.20BUT THAT WE WRITE TO THEM THAT THEY KEEP AWAY FROM THE 

CEREMONIAL POLLUTION OF IDOLS AND OF FORNICATION AND OF 

THE STRANGLED AND OF BLOOD.

ÅNIV ACTS 15:21FOR MOSES HAS BEEN PREACHED IN EVERY CITY FROM 

THE EARLIEST TIMES AND IS READ IN THE SYNAGOGUES ON EVERY 

SABBATH.ò

ÅSEE LEVITICUS 17
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THE BASIS

ÅNAS ACTS 15:7AND AFTER THERE HAD BEEN MUCH DEBATE, PETER 

STOOD UP AND SAID TO THEM, "BRETHREN, YOU KNOW THAT IN THE 

EARLY DAYS GOD MADE A CHOICE AMONG YOU, THAT BY MY 

MOUTH THE GENTILES SHOULD HEAR THE WORD OF THE GOSPEL 

AND BELIEVE. é 10 "NOW THEREFORE WHY DO YOU PUT GOD TO 

THE TEST BY PLACING UPON THE NECK OF THE DISCIPLES A YOKE 

WHICH NEITHER OUR FATHERS NOR WE HAVE BEEN ABLE TO BEAR? 11

"BUT WE BELIEVE THAT WE ARE SAVED THROUGH THE GRACE OF THE 

LORD JESUS, IN THE SAME WAY AS THEY ALSO ARE."


