
3/14/2021

1

z

Ascending the Hill

Searching for Wisdom
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Wisdom


NAS Proverbs 1:2 To know wisdom and instruction, To 

discern the sayings of understanding, 3 To receive 

instruction in wise behavior, Righteousness, justice and 

equity; 4 To give prudence to the naive, To the youth 

knowledge and discretion, 5 A wise man will hear and 

increase in learning, And a man of understanding will 

acquire wise counsel, 6 To understand a proverb and a 

figure, The words of the wise and their riddles. 7 The fear 

of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge; Fools despise 

wisdom and instruction.

 Wisdom is living with skill, discipline, and discernment as 

holy, righteous, loving and faithful citizens of the Kingdom 

of God through knowing, understanding, and obeying the 

word of God.
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Where can we find wisdom?
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Searching for Wisdom – Job 28

1. The Search for Wisdom, 28:1-11

2. The Inaccessibility of Wisdom, 28:12-22

3. Wisdom is with God, 28:23-28
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1. The Search for Wisdom

A. Earth, the source of precious metals 1–2

B. Man’s underground search 3–4

C. Earth the repository 5–6

D. Location unknown to animals 7–8

E. Man’s worldwide search 9–11


NAS Job 28:1 "Surely there is a mine for silver, And a place 

where they refine gold. 2 "Iron is taken from the dust, And 

from rock copper is smelted. 3 "Man puts an end to 

darkness, And to the farthest limit he searches out The rock 

in gloom and deep shadow. …
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2. The Inaccessibility of Wisdom


NAS Job 28:12 "But where can wisdom be found? And where 

is the place of understanding? 13 "Man does not know its 

value, Nor is it found in the land of the living. 14 "The deep 

says, 'It is not in me'; And the sea says, 'It is not with me.' 15

"Pure gold cannot be given in exchange for it, Nor can silver 

be weighed as its price. 16 "It cannot be valued in the gold of 

Ophir, In precious onyx, or sapphire... 20 "Where then does 

wisdom come from? And where is the place of 

understanding? 21 "Thus it is hidden from the eyes of all 

living, And concealed from the birds of the sky. 
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Wisdom Predates Creation


NAS Proverbs 8:22 "The LORD possessed me at the 

beginning of His way, Before His works of old. 23 "From 

everlasting I was established, From the beginning, from the 

earliest times of the earth. 24 "When there were no depths I 

was brought forth, When there were no springs abounding 

with water. 25 "Before the mountains were settled, Before 

the hills I was brought forth; 26 While He had not yet made 

the earth and the fields, Nor the first dust of the world. 27

"When He established the heavens, I was there
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3. Wisdom is with God


NAS Job 28:23 "God understands its way; And He knows 

its place. 24 "For He looks to the ends of the earth, And 

sees everything under the heavens. 25 "When He 

imparted weight to the wind, And meted out the waters 

by measure, 26 When He set a limit for the rain, And a 

course for the thunderbolt, 27 Then He saw it and 

declared it; He established it and also searched it out. 28

"And to man He said, 'Behold, the fear of the Lord, that 

is wisdom; And to depart from evil is understanding.'"
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Wisdom Comes via the Word


NAS Proverbs 2:1 My son, if you will receive my sayings, 

And treasure my commandments within you, 2 Make 

your ear attentive to wisdom, Incline your heart to 

understanding; 3 For if you cry for discernment, Lift your 

voice for understanding; 4 If you seek her as silver, And 

search for her as for hidden treasures; 5 Then you will 

discern the fear of the LORD, And discover the 

knowledge of God. 6 For the LORD gives wisdom; From 

His mouth come knowledge and understanding.
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Belgic Confession – Art. 2

 We know God by two means:

 First, by the creation, preservation, and government of the 

universe, since that universe is before our eyes like a 

beautiful book in which all creatures, great and small, are 

as letters to make us ponder the invisible things of God: 

God’s eternal power and divinity, as the apostle Paul says 

in Romans 1:20.

 All these things are enough to convict humans

and to leave them without excuse.

 Second, God makes himself known to us more clearly

by his holy and divine Word, as much as we need in this 

life, for God’s glory and for our salvation.
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Sola Scriptura

 “There are many truths concerning God, and our duty to him, 

which are evident by the light of nature. But christian divinity, 

properly so called, is not evident by the light of nature; it 

depends on revelation. Such are our circumstances now in our 

fallen state, that nothing which it is needful for us to know 

concerning God, is manifest by the light of nature, ... For the 

knowledge of no truth in divinity is of significance to us, any 

otherwise than as it some way or other belongs to the gospel-

scheme, ... But the light of nature teaches us no truth in this 

matter. Therefore it cannot be said, that we come to the 

knowledge of any part of christian truth by the light of nature. It 

is only the word of God, contained in the Old and New 

Testament, which teaches us christian divinity.”

 Jonathan Edwards
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Conclusions
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Wisdom in the Word


NAS John 5:39 "You search the Scriptures, because you 

think that in them you have eternal life; and it is these 

that bear witness of Me;


NIV 2 Timothy 3:15 … from infancy you have known the 

holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for 

salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is 

God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, 

correcting and training in righteousness, 17 so that the 

man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every 

good work.
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Wisdom in Christ


ESV Colossians 2:1 For I want you to … 2 … be 

encouraged, being knit together in love, to reach all the 

riches of full assurance of understanding and the 

knowledge of God's mystery, which is Christ, 3 in whom 

are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.


NAS 1 Corinthians 1:30 But by His doing you are in Christ 

Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, and 

righteousness and sanctification, and redemption,


NAS James 1:5 But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask 

of God, who gives to all men generously and without 

reproach, and it will be given to him.


