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Faith In Action

The Spiritual Life
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Spiritual People

« NAS 1 Corinthians 2:12 Now we have received, not
of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that
know the things freely given to us by God, '3 whi
we also speak, not in words taught by human wis
in those taught by the Spirit, combining spiritual f
with spiritual words. 4 But a natural man does |
the things of the Spirit of God; for they are foolishness to
him, and he cannot understand them, because they ar:
spiritually appraised. 1> But he who is spiritual appraises
things, yet he himself is appraised by no man.

U Spiritual does not mean religious.
U Spiritual means of the Holy Spirit.

U Christians are spiritual because we have the Spirit of
God.
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Spiritual People

« NAS James 4:4 You adulteresses, do you not know th
friendship with the world is hostility toward God?¢ Th
whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes
enemy of God. > Or do you think that the Scripture s
Nno purpose: "He jealously desires the Spirit which H
made to dwell in us"? ¢ But He gives a greater gr
Therefore it says, "God is opposed to the proud,
grace to the humble.*

ut gives

« NAS Ezekiel 36:26 "Moreover, | will ... put a new spirit within
you; ... %7 ... | will put My Spirit within you ...
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The Spirit and the New Covena

« NASEzekiel 36:26 "Moreover, | will give you a new he
put a new spirit within you; and | will remove the he
stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. 2
will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk i
statutes, and you will be careful to observe My ordi

UGodods sanctifying pres

« NASsaiah 59:21 "And as for Me, this is My covenant with
them," says the LORD: "My Spirit which is upon you, and M
words which | have put in your mouth, shall not depart fro
your mouth, nor from the mouth of your offspring, nor from
the mouth of your offspring's offspring," says the LORD, "from
now and forever.*

UGodds empowering presence
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Christ, the Spirit, and the New Co

« NAS 1 Corinthians 12:12 For even as the body is one a
has many members, and all the members of the bo
though they are many, are one body, so also is Chri
by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body,
Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free, and we wer
made to drink of one Spirit.

U Baptized by the Spirit into Christ, sanctifying presénce.

« NAS Matthew 3:1 Now in those days John the Baptist came,
preaching in the wilderness of Judea, saying, 2 "Repent, for
the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” ... " "As for me, | baptize
you with water for repentance, but He who is coming after
me is mightier than |, and | am not fit to remove His sandals;
He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.

U Baptized by Christ in the Spirit, empowering presence.




Two Distinct Experiences

 "Pentecostals generally describe Spirit-baptism
experience (at least logically, if not chronologic
distinct from conversion, which unleashes a ne
dimension of the Spirit’s power; it is an enduem
power for service.”

U William Menzies, Spirit and Power

2019-11-03




God’s Sanctifying Presence
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The Need

« NAS John 3:3 Jesus answered and said to him, "Truly, t
to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the
of God." 4 Nicodemus said to Him, "How can a ma
when he is old? He cannot enter a second fime into
mother's womb and be born, can he?" ° Jesus ans
"Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of wat
Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. ¢ "That
which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of
Spirit is spirit. 7 "Do not marvel that | said to you, 'You must
born again.' 8 "The wind blows where it wishes and you hea
the sound of it, but do not know where it comes from and
where it is going; so is everyone who is born of the Spirit."
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The Promise

« NAS John 7:38 "He who believes in Me, as the Scriptur
'From his innermost being shall flow rivers of living w
But this He spoke of the Spirit, whom those who beli
Him were to receive; for the Spirit was not yet given,
Jesus was not yet glorified.

« NAS John 14:16 "And | will ask the Father, and He
another Helper, that He may be with you forever; 7 that is
the Spirit of fruth, whom the world cannoft receive, becau
does not behold Him or know Him, but you know Him
because He abides with you, and will be in you ... 26 "But th
Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My nam
He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance
all that | said fo you.
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The Fulfilment

« NAS John 20:21 Jesus therefore said to them again, “P
with you; as the Father has sent Me, | also send you.*
when He had said this, He breathed on them, and
them, "Receive the Holy Spirit.

« NAS 1 Peter 1:1 Peter, ... to those who ... are chos
according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, by the
sanctifying work of the Spirit, that you may ocbey Jesus Chri
and be sprinkled with His blood: May grace and peace b
yours in fullest measure. 3 Blessed be the God and Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has
caused us to be born again to a living hope through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,

« NASTitus 3:5 He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we
have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy, by
the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirif,
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God’'s Empowering Presence
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The Promise

« NAS Matthew 3:11 "As for me [John], | baptize you wit
for repentance, but He who is coming after me is mi
than |, and | am not fit to remove His sandals; He wi
you with the Holy Spirit and fire.

« NAS Acts 1:3 To these He also presented Himself ali
gathering them together, He commanded them not o
leave Jerusalem, but to wait for what the Father had
promised, "Which," He said, "you heard of from Me; > for J
baptized with water, but you sholl be baptized with the Hol
Spirit not many days from now." ... & but you shall receive
power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you
shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and
Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth." ? And
after He had said these things, He was lifted up while they
were looking on, and a cloud received Him out of their sight.
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The Pattern

« NAS Matthew 3:13 Then Jesus arrived from Galilee at t
Jordan coming to John, to be baptized by him ... 16
after being baptized, Jesus went up immediately fr
water; and behold, the heavens were opened, an
the Spirit of God descending as a dove, and comi
Him, 'V and behold, a voice out of the heavens, s
is My beloved Son, in whom | am well-pleased.”

« NAS Judges 6:34 So the Spirit of the LORD came upon Gide
and he blew a frumpet, and the Abiezrites were called
together to follow him.

« NAS Judges 14:6 And the Spirit of the LORD came upon him
mightily, so that he tore him as one tears a kid though he
had nothing in his hand; but he did not tell his father or
mother what he had done.

« NAS 1 Samuel 10:6 "Then the Spirit of the LORD will come upon
you mightily, and you shall prophesy with them and be
changed into another man.
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The Fulfilment

« NAS Acts 2:1 And when the day of Pentecost had co
were all together in one place. 2 And suddenly ther:
from heaven a noise like a violent, rushing wind, an
the whole house where they were sitting. 3 And ther:
appeared to them tongues as of fire distributing th
and they rested on each one of them. 4 And the
filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other
tongues, as the Spirit was giving them utterance... 4! So th
those who had received his word were baptized; and there
were added that day about three thousand souls. 42 And
they were confinually devoting themselves to the apostles'
teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to
prayer. 4 And everyone kept feeling a sense of awe; and
many wonders and signs were taking place through the
apostles.
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Conclusion
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The Spiritual Life: Union with Goc

« NAS John 14:16 "And | will ask the Father, and He wiill
another Helper, that He may be with you forever; 7
the Spirit of truth, ... you know Him because He abi
you, and will be in you... 20 "In that day you shall kno
am in My Father, and you in Me, and | in you ...23 J
answered and said to him, "If anyone loves Me,
My word; and My Father will love him, and We
him, and make Our abode with him ... 26 "But the Helper, t
Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will
teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all th
| said to you.
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The Spiritual Life: Pleasing to Go

« NAS 1 Corinthians 6:18 Flee immorality. Every other sin
man commits is outside the body, but the immoral m
against his own body. '? Or do you not know that yo
is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom yo
from God, and that you are not your own? 20 For yo
been bought with a price: therefore glorify God i

NIVRomans 12:1 Therefore, | urge you, brothers, in view of
God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy
and pleasing to God-- this is your spiritual act of worship. 2
not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be
transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be
able to test and approve what God's will is-- his good,
pleasing and perfect will.

NIVRomans 14:17 For the kingdom of God is not a matter of
eating and drinking, but of righteousness, peace and joy in
the Holy Spirit, ' because anyone who serves Christ in this
way is pleasing to God ...
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