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IN HIS IMAGE

ASSUAGING LOVE



2018-01-21

2

THE IMAGE OF GOD
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GOD IS LOVE 

• ESV 1 JOHN 4:8 ANYONE WHO DOES NOT LOVE DOES NOT 

KNOW GOD, BECAUSE GOD IS LOVE…16 SO WE HAVE 

COME TO KNOW AND TO BELIEVE THE LOVE THAT GOD 

HAS FOR US. GOD IS LOVE, AND WHOEVER ABIDES IN 

LOVE ABIDES IN GOD, AND GOD ABIDES IN HIM.
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WORK OF THE SPIRIT

• NAS 2 CORINTHIANS 3:18 BUT WE ALL, WITH UNVEILED FACE 

BEHOLDING AS IN A MIRROR THE GLORY OF THE LORD, ARE 

BEING TRANSFORMED INTO THE SAME IMAGE FROM GLORY TO 

GLORY, JUST AS FROM THE LORD, THE SPIRIT.

• NAS ROMANS 5:5 …THE LOVE OF GOD HAS BEEN POURED OUT 

WITHIN OUR HEARTS THROUGH THE HOLY SPIRIT WHO WAS 

GIVEN TO US.
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LOVE AND ITS FRUITS
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FRUIT OF LOVE: OUTLINE

• NAS MATTHEW 22:37 AND HE SAID TO HIM, "'YOU SHALL LOVE 

THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL 

YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND.' 38 "THIS IS THE GREAT 

AND FOREMOST COMMANDMENT. 39 "THE SECOND IS LIKE IT, 

'YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.' 40 "ON 

THESE TWO COMMANDMENTS DEPEND THE WHOLE LAW AND 

THE PROPHETS.“

• OUTLINE1 CORINTHIANS 13:4-5 LOVE OF NEIGHBOUR 6 CHIEF 

FRUIT OF LOVE: HOLINESS 7 LOVE OF GOD
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FRUIT OF LOVE

• NAS 1 CORINTHIANS 13:4 LOVE IS PATIENT, LOVE IS KIND, 

AND IS NOT JEALOUS; LOVE DOES NOT BRAG AND IS 

NOT ARROGANT, 5 DOES NOT ACT UNBECOMINGLY; IT 

DOES NOT SEEK ITS OWN, IS NOT PROVOKED, DOES NOT 

TAKE INTO ACCOUNT A WRONG SUFFERED, 6 DOES NOT 

REJOICE IN UNRIGHTEOUSNESS, BUT REJOICES WITH THE 

TRUTH; 7 BEARS ALL THINGS, BELIEVES ALL THINGS, HOPES 

ALL THINGS, ENDURES ALL THINGS.
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FRUIT OF LOVE

• NAS 1 CORINTHIANS 13:4 LOVE …7 BEARS ALL THINGS …

• BEARS

• ORIGINALLY: TO COVER CLOSELY SO AS TO KEEP WATER 

OUT

• TO BEAR UP UNDER

• TO PUT UP WITH ANNOYANCE OR DIFFICULTY

üLOVE OF GOD ENABLES US TO UNDERGO ALL SUFFERING 

WE ARE EXPOSED TO IN LIVING FOR CHRIST.
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ASSUAGING LOVE

• ASSUAGE

• 1. TO MAKE MILDER OR LESS SEVERE; RELIEVE; EASE; 

MITIGATE: TO ASSUAGE ONE'S GRIEF; TO ASSUAGE ONE'S 

PAIN.

• 2. TO APPEASE; SATISFY; ALLAY; RELIEVE: TO ASSUAGE 

ONE'S HUNGER.

• 3. TO SOOTHE, CALM

üLOVING GOD DOES NOT ERASE OR ELIMINATE 

SUFFERING, IT ASSUAGES IT
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SUFFERING FACTS

1. GENUINE CHRISTIANS WILL SUFFER

2. CHRISTIAN SUFFERING IS A BLESSING FROM GOD
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1. CHRISTIANS WILL SUFFER

• NAS 1 PETER 4:12 BELOVED, DO NOT BE SURPRISED AT THE FIERY 

ORDEAL AMONG YOU, WHICH COMES UPON YOU FOR YOUR 

TESTING, AS THOUGH SOME STRANGE THING WERE HAPPENING TO 

YOU;

• ESV JOHN 16:33 I HAVE SAID THESE THINGS TO YOU, THAT IN ME YOU 

MAY HAVE PEACE. IN THE WORLD YOU WILL HAVE TRIBULATION. BUT 

TAKE HEART; I HAVE OVERCOME THE WORLD.“

• NAS ACTS 14:22 STRENGTHENING THE SOULS OF THE DISCIPLES, 

ENCOURAGING THEM TO CONTINUE IN THE FAITH, AND SAYING, 

"THROUGH MANY TRIBULATIONS WE MUST ENTER THE KINGDOM OF 

GOD."



2018-01-21

12

2. SUFFERING IS A BLESSING: THE FACT

• NIV PHILIPPIANS 1:29 FOR IT HAS BEEN GRANTED TO YOU ON BEHALF 

OF CHRIST NOT ONLY TO BELIEVE ON HIM, BUT ALSO TO SUFFER FOR 

HIM,

• NAS JAMES 1:2 CONSIDER IT ALL JOY, MY BRETHREN, WHEN YOU 

ENCOUNTER VARIOUS TRIALS

• ESV LUKE 6:22 "BLESSED ARE YOU WHEN PEOPLE HATE YOU AND 

WHEN THEY EXCLUDE YOU AND REVILE YOU AND SPURN YOUR NAME 

AS EVIL, ON ACCOUNT OF THE SON OF MAN! 23 REJOICE IN THAT 

DAY, AND LEAP FOR JOY, FOR BEHOLD, YOUR REWARD IS GREAT IN 

HEAVEN
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2. SUFFERING IS A BLESSING: THE REASONS

• A. SUFFERING CONFORMS US TO THE IMAGE OF CHRIST

ü
NIV 1 PETER 4:13 BUT REJOICE THAT YOU PARTICIPATE IN THE 

SUFFERINGS OF CHRIST, SO THAT YOU MAY BE OVERJOYED 

WHEN HIS GLORY IS REVEALED.

ü
NAS 1 JOHN 3:2 BELOVED, NOW WE ARE CHILDREN OF 

GOD, AND IT HAS NOT APPEARED AS YET WHAT WE SHALL 

BE. WE KNOW THAT, WHEN HE APPEARS, WE SHALL BE LIKE 

HIM, BECAUSE WE SHALL SEE HIM JUST AS HE IS.
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2. SUFFERING IS A BLESSING: THE REASONS

• B. SUFFERING GIVES EVIDENCE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT IN US

ü
NAS 1 PETER 4:14 IF YOU ARE REVILED FOR THE NAME OF 

CHRIST, YOU ARE BLESSED, BECAUSE THE SPIRIT OF GLORY 

AND OF GOD RESTS UPON YOU.

ü
ESV ISAIAH 11:2 AND THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD SHALL REST 

UPON HIM, THE SPIRIT OF WISDOM AND UNDERSTANDING, 

THE SPIRIT OF COUNSEL AND MIGHT, THE SPIRIT OF 

KNOWLEDGE AND THE FEAR OF THE LORD.
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2. SUFFERING IS A BLESSING: THE REASONS

• C. SUFFERING PURIFIES AND PROTECTS US

ü
NIV 1 PETER 4:17 FOR IT IS TIME FOR JUDGMENT TO BEGIN 

WITH THE FAMILY OF GOD; AND IF IT BEGINS WITH US, 

WHAT WILL THE OUTCOME BE FOR THOSE WHO DO NOT 

OBEY THE GOSPEL OF GOD? 18 AND, "IF IT IS HARD FOR 

THE RIGHTEOUS TO BE SAVED, WHAT WILL BECOME OF THE 

UNGODLY AND THE SINNER?"



2018-01-21

16

• NAS PSALM 73:11 AND THEY SAY, "HOW DOES GOD KNOW? AND 

IS THERE KNOWLEDGE WITH THE MOST HIGH?" 12 BEHOLD, THESE 

ARE THE WICKED; AND ALWAYS AT EASE, THEY HAVE INCREASED 

IN WEALTH. 13 SURELY IN VAIN I HAVE KEPT MY HEART PURE, AND 

WASHED MY HANDS IN INNOCENCE; 14 FOR I HAVE BEEN 

STRICKEN ALL DAY LONG, AND CHASTENED EVERY MORNING… 16

WHEN I PONDERED TO UNDERSTAND THIS, IT WAS TROUBLESOME 

IN MY SIGHT 17 UNTIL I CAME INTO THE SANCTUARY OF GOD; 

THEN I PERCEIVED THEIR END. 18 SURELY THOU DOST SET THEM IN 

SLIPPERY PLACES; THOU DOST CAST THEM DOWN TO 

DESTRUCTION. 19 HOW THEY ARE DESTROYED IN A MOMENT! THEY 

ARE UTTERLY SWEPT AWAY BY SUDDEN TERRORS!
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2. SUFFERING IS A BLESSING: THE REASONS

• D. SUFFERING DELIVERS US SECURE

ü
NAS 1 PETER 4:19 THEREFORE, LET THOSE ALSO WHO 

SUFFER ACCORDING TO THE WILL OF GOD ENTRUST 

THEIR SOULS TO A FAITHFUL CREATOR IN DOING 

WHAT IS RIGHT.
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• NAS PSALM 73:21 WHEN MY HEART WAS EMBITTERED, AND I WAS 

PIERCED WITHIN, 22 THEN I WAS SENSELESS AND IGNORANT; I 

WAS LIKE A BEAST BEFORE THEE. 23 NEVERTHELESS I AM 

CONTINUALLY WITH THEE; THOU HAST TAKEN HOLD OF MY RIGHT 

HAND. 24 WITH THY COUNSEL THOU WILT GUIDE ME, AND 

AFTERWARD RECEIVE ME TO GLORY. 25 WHOM HAVE I IN HEAVEN 

BUT THEE? AND BESIDES THEE, I DESIRE NOTHING ON EARTH. 26 MY 

FLESH AND MY HEART MAY FAIL, BUT GOD IS THE STRENGTH OF 

MY HEART AND MY PORTION FOREVER. 27 FOR, BEHOLD, THOSE 

WHO ARE FAR FROM THEE WILL PERISH; THOU HAST DESTROYED 

ALL THOSE WHO ARE UNFAITHFUL TO THEE. 28 BUT AS FOR ME, 

THE NEARNESS OF GOD IS MY GOOD; I HAVE MADE THE LORD 

GOD MY REFUGE, THAT I MAY TELL OF ALL THY WORKS.
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APPLICATIONS
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YOKE ANDREST

• NAS MATTHEW 11:28 "COME TO ME, ALL WHO ARE WEARY AND 

HEAVY-LADEN, AND I WILL GIVE YOU REST. 29 "TAKE MY YOKE UPON 

YOU, AND LEARN FROM ME, FOR I AM GENTLE AND HUMBLE IN 

HEART; AND YOU SHALL FIND REST FOR YOUR SOULS.

• “THOSE WHO RECEIVE ONLY THE EASY PART OF CHRISTIANITY, AND 

NOT THE DIFFICULT, AT MOST ARE ALMOST CHRISTIANS; FOR THEY 

WHO ARE WHOLLY CHRISTIANS RECEIVE THE WHOLE OF 

CHRISTIANITY AND NOT ONLY THE EASY PART OF IT”

üJONATHAN EDWARDS
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WORTH THE COST

• NAS REVELATION 2:7 'HE WHO HAS AN EAR, LET HIM HEAR WHAT THE 

SPIRIT SAYS TO THE CHURCHES. TO HIM WHO OVERCOMES, I WILL 

GRANT TO EAT OF THE TREE OF LIFE, WHICH IS IN THE PARADISE OF 

GOD.‘

• NAS REVELATION 3:12 'HE WHO OVERCOMES, I WILL MAKE HIM A 

PILLAR IN THE TEMPLE OF MY GOD, AND HE WILL NOT GO OUT FROM 

IT ANYMORE; AND I WILL WRITE UPON HIM THE NAME OF MY GOD, 

AND THE NAME OF THE CITY OF MY GOD, THE NEW JERUSALEM, 

WHICH COMES DOWN OUT OF HEAVEN FROM MY GOD, AND MY 

NEW NAME.

• NAS REVELATION 3:21 'HE WHO OVERCOMES, I WILL GRANT TO HIM 

TO SIT DOWN WITH ME ON MY THRONE, AS I ALSO OVERCAME AND 

SAT DOWN WITH MY FATHER ON HIS THRONE.



2018-01-21

22

CONCLUSIONS
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BEARING THE FRUITS OF LOVE

• NAS DEUTERONOMY 10:12 "AND NOW, ISRAEL, WHAT DOES THE 

LORD YOUR GOD REQUIRE FROM YOU, BUT TO FEAR THE LORD YOUR 

GOD, TO WALK IN ALL HIS WAYS AND LOVE HIM, AND TO SERVE THE 

LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL,

• NAS MATTHEW 22:37 AND HE SAID TO HIM, "'YOU SHALL LOVE THE 

LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, 

AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND.‘

• NAS 1 CORINTHIANS 13:4 LOVE … 7 BEARS ALL THINGS,
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ASSUAGING LOVE

• NAS SONG OF SOLOMON 8:6 "PUT ME LIKE A SEAL OVER YOUR 

HEART, LIKE A SEAL ON YOUR ARM. FOR LOVE IS AS STRONG 

AS DEATH, JEALOUSY IS AS SEVERE AS SHEOL; ITS FLASHES ARE 

FLASHES OF FIRE, THE VERY FLAME OF THE LORD. 7 "MANY 

WATERS CANNOT QUENCH LOVE, NOR WILL RIVERS 

OVERFLOW IT …
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SECURE IN CHRIST

• NAS ROMANS 8:31 WHAT THEN SHALL WE SAY TO THESE THINGS? 

IF GOD IS FOR US, WHO IS AGAINST US? … 35 WHO SHALL 

SEPARATE US FROM THE LOVE OF CHRIST? SHALL TRIBULATION, OR 

DISTRESS, OR PERSECUTION, OR FAMINE, OR NAKEDNESS, OR 

PERIL, OR SWORD? … 37 BUT IN ALL THESE THINGS WE 

OVERWHELMINGLY CONQUER THROUGH HIM WHO LOVED US. 38

FOR I AM CONVINCED THAT NEITHER DEATH, NOR LIFE, NOR 

ANGELS, NOR PRINCIPALITIES, NOR THINGS PRESENT, NOR THINGS 

TO COME, NOR POWERS, 39 NOR HEIGHT, NOR DEPTH, NOR ANY 

OTHER CREATED THING, SHALL BE ABLE TO SEPARATE US FROM THE 

LOVE OF GOD, WHICH IS IN CHRIST JESUS OUR LORD.


